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Monday, March 30, 1998 
GVSU Adds Physics Emphasis 
To Master of Education Degree 
The Physics Department at GVSU 
has announced a new Physics Empha-
sis added to the Master's of Education 
in Secondary and Higher Education 
program. The program will combine 
15 credit hours of physics courses 
with 33 hours of education for the 
master's degree. 
The physics courses have been 
specifically tailored to help strengthen 
the teaching of physics concepts at 
the middle school and high school 
levels. 
"The courses focus on both 
pedagogy and deeper understanding 
of physical concepts," explained Ross 
Reynolds, chair of the Physics Depart-
ment. "We're rea lly looking fo1ward to 
working more closely with the teachers 
in trying to continue to improve the 
teaching of these concepts ." 
The new program begins next 
semester with a course in "Observation-
al Astronomy, " a historica l overview and 
general study of astronomy. During the 
six-week summer session the course , 
"Physics by Inqui1y," will introduce 
teache rs to inqui1y -based physics 
instruction by immersing them in it as 
students. Topics will include light, color, 
optics, and astronomy. 
Area Students Celebrate Arts 
At Grand Valley 
Celebration of the Arts brought 
nearly 900 prospective sudents to 
Grand Valley from 
Michigan high schools 
and community 
r 
colleges last Thursday, for workshops, 
performances and other special activi-
ties . The day was hosted by the 
departments of Art and Design, Music, 
Film and Video, and Theatre. 
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Alum Receives 
National Recognition 
Dr. Bradley Fisher, a 1981 graduate 
of Grand Valley, and a native of North 
Muskegon, was honored recently fo r his 
work in the fi eld of geronto logy. 
Fisher, 
currently 
director of 
Gerontology 
at Southwest 
Missouri State 
University, 
was one of 
four profes-
sors selected 
nationally as 
an Association 
fo r Gerontolo-
gy in Higher 
Education 
Fellow in 
Gerontology and Geriatrics Educatio n. 
The award acknowledges outstanding 
leadership and teaching achievements 
as well as resea rch and publications in 
the fi eld . 
"I've devoted many yea rs to the 
fi eld of aging and t1ying to promote 
community awa reness on issues 
confronting o lder people ," said Fisher, 
who ea rned a bachelor's of science 
degree in Sociology from GVSU. "It's 
always nice to be appreciated for trying 
to make a d iffere nce." 
State Appropriations 
Update 
The State Senate approved the 
higher educa tion appropriations bill 
by a vote of 35-1, on March 25, and 
sent it to the House of Representa-
tives. The bill includes a 10 percent 
increase in tota l sta te funding for 
GVSU. Final passage of a ll budge t 
bills is expected in June. 
The GVSU Forum is 
publ ished by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in session and biweek ly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadl ine is Tuesday noon . Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
ema il forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Vis it FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Across Campus 
WRI Awards Grants 
The Robert B. Annis Water Resources 
Institute awarded nearly $18,000 in research 
grants to four GVSU faculty members. The 
grants support research on a variety of 
top ics. 
Neil MacDonald, assistant professor of 
Biology, received $5,000 to support research 
of water quality in the Pigeon River water-
shed. Stephanie Schaertel, assistant professor 
of Chemistry, received $2,782 to research 
laser-enhanced detection of substances in 
water. David A. Van Dyke, assistant professor 
of Chemist1y, received $5,000 to suppo1t 
research about the development of a chro-
matographic method of analyzing carbonyl 
compounds. Rod Morgan, visiting assistant 
professor of Biology, received $5,000 to 
support research about detecting fecal 
bacteria in the Grand River. 
Seidman School Honors 
Turner at Annual Banquet 
Dllling the annual Seidman School of 
Business Alumni Awards Banquet on March 20, 
SSB Alumni Association board member 
Sharon Buursma presented Dean Emery 
Turner with an award for his commitment to 
the Association, which he helped fo und in 
1994. Nine other individuals were also 
honored during the banquet, which took 
place at the Eberhard Center. They included 
Herman Miller executive Vicki TenHaken, 
and Holland atto rney John Marquis, as 
outstanding alumni; and Gregg Dimkoff, 
professor and chair of Finance, as outstand-
ing faculty member. 
Six students also received awards. In 
addition, 57 students were inducted into 
Beta Gamma Sigma, a new honor society. 
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Brush Up Your Shakespeare 
Auditions will be held on April 4, 6, and 7 
for the fa ll 1998 GVSU Shakespeare Festiva l 
production of the comedy "Much Ado 
About Nothing." More than 20 acto rs are 
needed for roles in the show, which begins 
rehearsals during the first week of the fa ll 
semester and opens on September 25 . For 
more information , call Laura Sa lazar, x3510. 
What's New in SHAPE? 
SHAPE, the Staff Health and Physica l 
Exercise program is looking for a new name 
and requests the help of the campus 
community. According to Brenda Reeves, 
visiting assistant professor of Physical 
Education, the program is moving in a new 
direction and needs a name that will refl ect 
its new vision. 
"The program will be placing a greater 
emphasis on the campus community as a 
whole," says Reeves, "as well as developing 
expanded services and a multi-disciplina ry 
approach to wellness to include physica l, 
emotional, social and spiritual well-being. 
We would like the campus community to 
have ownershi p in this program, so we are 
holding a contest that is open to fa culty, 
staff and students, " she says. 
Send ideas for SHAPE's new name, along 
with ideas for a new logo by Monday, April 20, 
to Reeves, 192 Fieldhouse, Department of 
Physical Education. Include name, depa rt-
ment, extension number and cc:Ma il 
address. The w inning name will be 
announced at an Open House at the 
Recreation Center at the beginning of fa ll 
semeste r. The winner w ill rece ive a fitness 
appraisal, six personal tra ining sessions, and 
prizes including a $200 gift certificate. 
Coming Events 
Arts at Noon Series Features 
Classical Guitarist 
Lily Afsha r will make her debut at GVSU 
at 12 noon on Wednesday, April 1, in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center, as pa rt of the Arts at 
Noon/ Lunchbreak Series. 
Afshar, who came to the United States 
from Iran in 1977 to pursue her studies, was 
the first guitarist to be awa rded a schola r-
ship at the Boston Conservatory of Music. 
continued on page 3 
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She earned a master's degree in guitar 
performance at the New England 
Conservatory, and received her doctor 
of music degree from Florida State 
University. She is now head of the 
guitar department at Memphis State 
University. 
She has appeared in concerts and 
master classes in Europe, Canada, Asia 
and Central and South America . In 
1996, she was chosen as an artistic 
ambassador by the U.S. Information 
Agency Arts America Program for a 
concert tour of seven countries in West 
and Central Africa . 
CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS 
Pixar Technical Director 
To Speak About Animation 
Kim White, an artist working with 
film animation company Pixar, will 
speak about he r unique career during a 
visit to Grand Valley on April 2. Her 
speech , titled "An Artist Working at 
Pixar," w ill be given in the media studio 
in the Kirkhof Center from 1-3 p.m. 
White is currently working on the 
production of "A Bug's Life," Pixar's 
second fu ll-length and completely 
computer-rendered film set to be 
re leased this fa ll. The company is best 
known for the hit animated fea ture "Toy 
Story. " 
After her presentation, White will 
meet with film and video students to 
critique the ir animation work. She' ll also 
meet in the evening with Art professor 
Elona Van Gent's 3-D modeli ng class . 
Student Volunteers 
Promote Literacy 
Volunteer! GVSU's Literacy program 
is sponsoring a "Read-a-thon" on 
Thursday, April 2 from 9 a .m.-9 p.rn. on 
the academic mall near the sculpture , 
"Transformational Links." Students will 
read aloud from their favorite books 
and accept pledges and donations to 
benefit Bu ilding Blocks, Inc. , a non-
profit o rganization. Call Jay Cooper, 
x2345 , for more information . 
Two Teleconferences 
Scheduled for April 2 
Live interactive teleconferences will be 
held on Thursday, April 2, on the Allen-
dale campus and at the Eberhard Center. 
"Teaching New Student Seminars : 
Classroom Strategies for Student Reten-
tion" will be presented from 1-4 p.m. , in 
the Admissions Office seminar room in 
the Student Se rvices Building. Spon-
sored by the Freshman Studies Program, 
Faculty Teaching and Leaming Center, 
and the Dean of Students Office, the 
teleconference will focus on teaching 
new student seminars in order to 
enhance student retention. Call the 
Academic Resource Center, x3588, to 
register. 
The second conference, "Copyright 
Issues on the Internet," w ill address the 
issue of how to make a reasonable, 
informed judgment about fair use on-
line. It is sponsored by the Division of 
Continuing Education, the Faculty 
Teaching and Learning Center, and the 
Libra1y, and will be held from 2:30-4 p.m. 
on the second floor of the Eberhard 
Cente r. Seats are limited. Call Continu-
ing Education , x6610, to registe r. 
GVSU Students Host SK 
Race to Benefit Camp 
Physical Therapy students at Grand 
Valley are sponsoring the second annual 
"Wheel, Run Together SK Challenge" on 
Saturday, April 4. The race course is on 
the Allendale campus. A wheelcha ir 
race begins at 9 a .m. and a run/walk 
begins at 9:15 a.m. 
Proceeds from the event will benefit 
Indian Trails Camp, an organizatio n 
p roviding programs for children with 
disabilities. 
The deadline for registration by mail 
is March 28. Runners may register on 
the day of the race between 7 and 8:45 
a.m. Fo r more information , call 
616-677-2458. 
GR Campus Expansion 
Topic of Next Faculty Lunch 
All GVSU fac ul ty and staff members 
are invited to a Faculty Lunch Lecture in 
the Meadows Club Room on Tuesday, 
April 7, at 12 noon , sponsored by the 
Grand Valley State University Club. 
Guest speaker Ron VanSteeland, vice 
president for Finance and Administra-
tion, will review the design and plans 
for the Richard M. DeVos Center, the 
addition to the GVSU Grand Rapids 
Campus. 
3 
Lunch is available for $5. Call in 
reservations to Beth at The Meadows at 
895-1010. 
Producer of 'Amistad' 
To Give Lecture at GVSU 
Debbie Allen, producer of the film 
"Amistad," will give a lecture on "The 
Making of the 'Amistad': Minorities in 
Film Making" in the Fieldhouse on 
Wednesday, April 8, at 8 p.m. Allen 's 
visit is sponsored by the GVSU Black 
Student Union. 
"Amistad ," which will be shown on 
campus, in the Kirkhof Center, at 8 p.m. 
on Monday, April 6, is Allen's first 
feature film production . It is Dream-
Works' first project d irected by Steven 
Spielberg with Allen producing. 
"Many of our students had seen the 
movie and were awakened about the 
strength and courage of the main 
character," said Reshall Williams, Black 
Student Union advisor and assistant 
director of Student Life. 
Allen has appeared in numerous 
films, Broadway plays, and television 
series . She received two Emmy awards 
and one Golden Globe for her role as 
Lydia Grant in the series "Fame," that 
allowed her to make the move from 
actor to director. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Ho urs: 10 a. m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m. -7 p.m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted . 
*Indicates fee; all othe r cultural and general events located 
on campus are free of charge. 
Mon., Feb. 2-n1es., , Mar. 31 
Student Exhibition/ Alumni Timeline. Calder Art Center. 
Mon., Mar. 30 
4 p.m. : Job Strategies with Inte rnational Education Work-
shop. Muskegon River Room, Kirkhof Center. Call x3898 
fo r furthe r information. 
n 1es., Mar. 31 
11 a. m.-3 p.m.: Health Career Day sponsored by Career 
Services . Kirkhof Center. Ca ll x3311. 
4 p .m.: Job Strategies with Inte rnational Education Work-
shop. Muskegon River Room, Kirkhof Center. Call x3898 
for further information . 
Wed.,Apr. 1 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Lily Afshar, classical guitarist. 
Cook-DeWitt Cente r. 
3 p.m .: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. 
"Exam Preparation , part 1." 204 Student Services Build-
ing. Call x3266. 
Thurs.,Apr. 2-Sat.,Apr. 4 
8 p.m.: Theatre production The Skriker.* Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, Performing Arts Center. Call x2300 for reserva-
tions. 
Thurs.,Apr. 2 
9 a .m.-9 p.m.: Volunteer!GVSU Literacy Program "Read-a-
thon." Academic Mall. Call Ja y Cooper, x2345 with 
questions. 
1-3 p.m.: Celebration of the Arts . Lecture "An Artist Working 
at Pixar," by animation artist Kim White. Media Studio , 
Kirkhof Center. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Jay M. Van Hook, visiting assistant professor of Philoso-
phy, wrote a paper, titled "African Philosophy and the 
Universalist Thesis," which was published in 
Metaphilosophy, a specia l issue on internationa lism in 
philosophy. 
In the News 
James M. Beale, assistant professor of Psychology, was 
interviewed on WOOD-TV 8 on March 3 about the topic, 
"Honest, Polite, or Rude?" 
On March 13, Rick Harris, associate professor of Account-
ing and Taxation, was interviewed on the WGVU Morning 
Show about the tax asssistance program. 
1-4 p.m.: Live Interactive Teleconference, "Teaching New 
Student Seminars: Classroom Strategies for Student 
Retention ," presented by John Gardner and David Ell is. 
Admissions Office seminar room in Student Services 
Building. Call x3588 to register. 
2:30-4 p.m.: Live Interactive Teleconference, "Copyright 
Issues on the Inte rnet." Second floor of the Eberhard 
Center. Ca ll x6610 to registe r. 
Sat.,Apr. 4 
4 
9 a. m. : Wheel, Run Together SK Challenge sponsored by the 
Physical Therapy department. Fieldhouse. Ca ll Rob 
Foster, 677-2458. 
Sun. ,Apr. 5 
3 p .m. : Music Department Concert. GVSU Chora l Concert. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre , Performing Arts Center. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Wed. ,Apr. 1 
3 p.m.: Baseball at Central Michigan University. Mt. Pleasant. 
Thurs. ,Apr. 2 
3 p.m.: Softball at Hillsda le College. Hillsda le. 
3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Corne rstone College at GVSU. 
Fri. ,Apr. 3 
1 p.m.: Track & Field at Bowling Green University. Bowling 
Green, OH. 
Sat.,Apr. 4 
10 a. m. : Track & Field at Bowling Green University. Bowl-
ing Green, OH. 
11 a .m.: Men's Tennis at Hillsdale College. Hillsda le . 
1 p .m.: Baseball. Mercyhurst College at GVSU. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Lake Superior State University at GVSU. 
Sun.,Apr. 5 
11 a .m .: Men's Tennis at University of Findlay. Findlay, OH. 
12 p .m.: Baseball. Mercyhurst College at GVSU. 
1 p .m.: Softball. Saginaw Valley State University at GVSU. 
Laq_thorn Looking for Faculty Advisor 
The GVSU Newspaper Adviso1y Board is accepting 
applications for the position of faculty advisor to the 
Lanthorn for 1998-99. This position oversees the daily 
operation of the GVSU student newspaper and is 
responsible for working with the Lanthorn executive 
staff in publishing the paper each week. The facu lty 
advisor is responsible for the budget and all financial 
activity of the newspaper. Compensation is $5,000 per 
year. Questions and applications should be directed to 
Bob Stoll, director of Student Life, x2345. Application 
deadline is Wednesday, April 8. 
